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Tecumseh Land Trust is proud to kick off its 2010 series, “Telling the Stories of People and the Land,” with one of the foremost stewards of the Appalachian Forest, Nancy Stranahan.  Nancy will speak at the Antioch McGregor Auditorium January 27th at 7 PM.  Nancy and Larry Henry started the Highlands Nature Sanctuary fifteen years ago, restoring rocky Appalachian farms in Highland, Adams, Ross and Pike counties to the “Arc of Appalachia” the native forest ecosystem that grew in Eastern North America for at least thirty five million years prior to European settement.    

This special series commemorates the twentieth anniversary of Tecumseh Land Trust (TLT), based in Yellow Springs.  Stranahan’s talk will be the first of several, one or more each month in 2010.  Some events, such as a writing and journaling workshop in Glen Helen May 1st , with local authors Bill Felker, Ed Davis, and Bill Vernon, will include walks and opportunities to express the experience of nature through art.  Glen Helen is one of several organizational partners for the series, including the Springfield Museum of Art, African American Cross Cultural Works, and Center City, based in Springfield.  “We are blessed with beautiful and productive land and water in our area,” says TLT Executive Director, Krista Magaw. “This land has drawn diverse people here and they all have their compelling story to tell – how the land sustained them, how nature challenged them, and the important tie to food and farm.”  One event in the series is a night of dramatic portrayals of traditional and original tales of the natural world, cosponsored April 10th by the Miami Valley Storytellers.
Stranahan’s talk January 27th is open to the public, with a suggested $5 donation at the door.  After the talk there will be an informal reception with the speaker, and a chance to pick up some information about her exciting preservation endeavors.  More about her work can be found at www.highlandssanctuary.org/.  
The Tecumseh Land Trust of Greene and Clark Counties has preserved nearly 17,000 acres of farmland, river corridor and historic sites. “We’re in this for perpetuity,” says Magaw.  We’re looking forward to finding new friends and allies from all over our area through the series. The stories, and the places themselves, are fascinating.”  To learn more, call (937)767-9490, or visit  www.tecumsehlandtrust.org.  Support for the series comes from the Springfield, Turner, and Morgan Family Foundations, as well as members of TLT.  
